
1 
 
Nigeria Academic Forum, Volume 28 No. 1, August, 2021.  ISSN: 1596-3306 

GLOBALIZATION AND DEMOCRACY IN NIGERIA, 1999-2019 

 

 

Palmer Isite Odogbor 

 

Abstract  
Nations enter bilateral treaties with others to avoid alienation in global affairs. These treaties, 

which are aimed to integrating a nation to global economy brings nations closer in all facets of 

life. This increase in nation’s closeness is called globalization. Just like individuals forgo 

many things because of friendship, nations equally forfeit certain societal obligations because 

of international relationship in spite of their sovereignty. This paper attempts on investigation 

into the concept of globalization. Its dimensions, characteristics and implications on the 

democratic principles in Nigeria 1999-2019. 

 

Introduction 

    Nations like individual hate alienation. Consequently, they work towards international 

co-operation or integration. This integration transcend over economic, social, cultural and 

political ties through bilateral treaties. These treaties, once signed by a nation, the instruments 

become binding. In their efforts to meet such mandatory obligations from bilateral treaties, 

nations forego certain national commitments, in spite  of their sovereignty. Observers are of 

the view that national integration help governments of such nations to abuse the fundamental 

rights of her citizens. The conclusion therefore is that increased national integration called 

globalization, affects democratic principles and tenets of this position can be made clearer if 

the concept of globalization is x-rayed. 

 

The Concept of Globalization 

There are many definitions of the term globalization based on individual perception or 

prism. 

From the lead of Muhammed (2013), “globalization connotes the deepening of social, 

economic and cultural interactions among countries of the world. It is the integration of 

economies and societies through cross country flow of information, ideas, technologies, 

goods services, capital finance and people. In other words, is the process of universalization 

and turning the world into a global village”. It is the deepening of social, economic and 

cultural interactions among countries of the world. Globalization is the steady free movement 

of people, services, capita, goods, ideas and knowledge cross national borders (Olaya & 

Egbule, 2016). 

Ikem and Ebegha (2013), refers to globalization as the process of increasing the 

connectivity and interdependence of the world’s market and business. They also refer to it as 

the process of international integration in cultural, social, economic, political activities and 

practices. It means the creation of global economy in which the most remote and culturally 

distinct nations are joined to a vast network of international trade (Ogunbameru, 2009). 

Globalization also refers to a planned process of interaction designed by nations of the world 

to judiciously use their resources (Material, human & natural) together for the benefit of all. 

It is the willingness and agreement by different nations to come together and interact 

politically, economically, socially and technologically. 
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Characteristics of Globalization  

Among the leading characteristics of globalization is that, it is acomplex 

phenomenon. Complexity implies that globalization is dynamic and touches many fields of 

human endeavour. This include the economy, social, cultural, political life, industrialization, 

urbanization, social mobilization, differentiation, secularization, media expansion and 

increased political participation by citizens. The media expansion or improved information 

technology has made globalization very universal. Universality here implies ability to have 

changes happening in Nigeria to be simultaneously in Europe. This has led to homogeneity of 

globalization. Homogeneity means that through improve information technology, which 

include computers, satellite, radio, television system, wireless telephones, compact disc, and 

means of transport. It is possible for sharing of basic similarities, there is therefore, a 

seemingly convergence of homogeneity of the globe. The development in these electronic 

technologies has made it possible for one to hear and see events thousands ofkilometresway 

in  matter of seconds, often quicker than we hear of event in one’s village or even family. 

This recent development was made possible by electronic media that allows us to act the 

same speed as in normal face to face verbal communication, gadgets have abolishedboth 

space and time as far as our planet is concerned. 

In the words of Mohammed (2013), through advances in technology, globalization 

has conquered time and shrine space, he opined that this did not just suddenly occur, it is a 

historical continuum that started several centuries ago. In fact, current globalization can be 

described as the climax of long process in technological changes and advancements that have 

characterised human societies since the emergence of organized human communities. 

Another characteristics of globalization is thatglobalizations are irreversible. This means that 

most changes motives among nations cannot be denied, since the changes are irreversible. 

Globalization is dynamic. The dynamism of globalization cannot be noticed in the 

technological innovations that help information to be stored, refined, and transmitted in 

numerical  text of graphic. As a result, globalization has many dimensions, economic, social, 

political, environmental, cultural and religious. The implication is that citizens of every 

nation are affected in one way or another by globalization. 

 

Dimensions of Globalization 

Ikem and Ebegha (2013), identified about four dimension of globalization: 

(i) The Economic Dimension of Globalization 

(ii) The Colonial Dimension of Globalization 

(iii) Technological Dimension of Globalization 

(iv) The Imperialistic Cultural Dimension of Globalization 

 

Economic Dimension of Globalization 

The economic dimension of globalization is reflected in global capitalism. Global capitalism 

comes in the form of: 

i. Free Market Economy: This is an economic system where the allocation of resources 

is determined solely by their supply and demand for them. 
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ii. Property Rights: This is the legal right to a property. It is the exclusive authority to 

determine how a resource is used, whether the resource is owned by government or by 

individual. 

iii. International Trade: This is trade across the borders of one country. It is the 

exchange of capital, goods and services across international borders or territorial 

boundaries. 

Global capitalism is the system that produces prosperity for a vibrant, dynamic, 

optimistic, benevolent and foreward–looking society. In the past, capitalism was seen as the 

major cause of poverty, but today, this same capitalism is seen asthe solution to poverty. 

Capitalism is an instrument for economic transformation as it has been identified as the main 

cause for generating wealth and prosperity in society (Ikem & Ebegha, 2013). 

In today’s world, there is increasing breakdown of trade barriers and the increasing 

integration of world markets. This new phenomenon has increased the volume of goals 

among nations of the world. Globalization process has created what can now be described as 

nations without borders. 

 

Colonial Dimension of Globalization 

Colonialism was a legal framework designed by the western nations with a view to 

making Africa economy to depend on the economies of the western world. Neo-colonialism 

employs the services of international financial organizations such as the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank to achieve global capitalism. 

In an effort to achieve the capitalists’ objectives, the following economic principles were 

adopted: 

 Liberalization 

Liberalization is a process of removing all artificial restrictions on production, exchange and 

the use of goods, services and factors of production. 

 Privatization 

Privatization us the policy of transferring ownership of public (government) institutions, 

industries and businesses to private ownership and control. 

 Deregulation  

Deregulation is the policy of freeing from regulation by the government of all factors of 

production, services and of goods in an economy. 

These economic principles were introduced and enforced to enhance the dominance and 

perpetuation of the western economic ideas and principles to the detriment of the third world 

Nations. 

 

Technological Dimensions of Globalization 

The globalization of technology promotes the globalization of products and finance. 

The globalization of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) via the use of 

internet services spurs the dissemination of information and lowering the cost of linking 

markets internationally. 

The globalization of technology has created a rising number of global consumers. 

Africa has indeed been turned into a dumping ground where people increasingly consume 

abundance of products that have little or no connection to our existence. For instance, the 
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consumption of foreign movies, music, some technological products etc.has indeed 

obliterated our cultural values and practices. 

Globalization of technology is seen also as the global marginalization of 

underdeveloped and the developing Economies of the World. Globalization makes use of the 

electronic communication, mass production, market exchange and redistribution of income to 

stifle the economic growth of the Third World Countries. These strategies adopted by the 

Western World accounts for reasons why despite the huge resources in African states, the 

people remained poor and more also when they groan under the burden of external debt to the 

World Financial Institutions like the IMF and the World Bank. There is therefore an 

increasing poverty in Africa and the Third World Countries at large (Ikem & Ebegha, 2013). 

 

Implication of Globalization on Nigeria’s Democracy Journey 

Politically, globalization has affected Nigeria’s democratic journey. First and 

foremost, the conception and birth of this democracy owns much to Britain, American’s 

outright condemnation of existence of military rule in Nigeria. At a point, junta were denied 

visas in entering America. It is now to the credit of globalization that we now enjoy 

democracy. 

Democracy advocated equality before the law, unity and compromises, however globalization 

has created fragmentation and disintegrative trends in the polity, the ethnic nationalism are 

virtues of globalization as they obtain support from foreign bodies. It therefore means that 

democratic governance has both domestic and foreign implication (Ikem, & Ebegha, 2013). 

Globalization gave birth to United Nations and its legal arms – International Court of Justice 

at the Hague. This body adjudicated the Nigeria-Cameroun border over oil rich Bakassi. 

Globalization in this respect is seen as an instrument that has promoted world peace and 

increased wellbeing of their nations. The conclusion here is that globalisation has affected the 

powers exercised by governments in their respective nations. 

The use of card reader in present elections in Nigeria that led to credible, transparent election 

and which has also led to the amendment of the electoral act to suit global best practice is a 

fruit from globalization 

 

Conclusion 

Globalization has come to stay, so also our democratic journey is on track, as the 

uniformity, armed by globalization is being achieved, though it needs more nurturing for 

sustainable development to take place 

 

Recommendations 

Globalization has its advantages as well as its disadvantages. The positive and 

beneficial aspects of globalization should therefore be harnessed to grow our nascent 

democracy. Globalization information network is the ultimate transformation of world 

cultures. Such responses to globalization share certain defining parameters but vary across 

regions, nations and localities (Ogwudire et al,  2015). 
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